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Not being a great game player,
Les sought out an expert to de-
liver judgement on Dick Smith’s
Wizzard games machine. He
dragged Mark Burnicle out of the
pub for long enough to write this
report . . .

SOME TIME ago, at a somewhat hard
to remember party, Les Bell turned to
me and said something about me writing
an article for Your Computer.

Upon my enquiring on what the heck
| would be able to scribble about, Les
muttered ‘Wizzard'. This brought an in-
stant quizzical look from me as I'd been
called many things, but wizzard — never!

‘No, you can review the Wizzard!" he -

beamed at me, presenting me (almost
magically) with a black cardboard box
about the size of a beer carton and
splashed with colour. Although not hav-
ing a clue what | was holding, but not
wishing to appear ignorant, | returned

115-117 Parramata Rd.. Concord 2137
(Corner Parramatta Rd & Lloyd George Ave)
Telephone: (02) 745 3077 (two lines)

117 York St.. Sydney Phone 267 1614

his excited banter about the black box
with the pictures of Dick Smith, and mut-

tered the word ‘Wizzard’' several times.

Eventually all appeared fine so, black
box tucked safely under my arm, | set
off to (as it turned out) review the Dick

Smith Wizzard.

Once out of its package the Wizzard
takes on the appearance of a quite sim-
ple, compact unit, complete with two

joysticks, touch pads and firing buttons.
| decided,

was soon under way.
To become accustomed to

Wizzard's ability.
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— $2499 $4.00
5 — $49.99 $5.00
§99.99 $6.00

$100  or more

$4.50
£5.50)

S50 — $99.99
100 ormore .

MICROBEE

$469.00
$499.00
$559.00
$599.00
$699.00
$1099.00

XE35000 Microbee 16K Plus
XES5050 Microbee 16K IC
XE5100 Microbee 32K Plus
XES5150 Microbee 32K 1C
XES5200 Microbee 64K Plus
XE5250 Single Disc System

$599.00
$650.00

XE5255 Add On Disc
XE1200 Dot Matrix Printer
XE1205 Printer Cable Interface $49.95
XE1186 Micron Green Monitor $199.50
KE7014 Light Pen Kit for Microbee $18.50
KE7016 Video Amplifier Kit $15.00

in a fit of irrational confi-
dence, to connect the cords to their vari-
ous points; but when all my efforts had
failed, | reverted to the instructions and

the
machine | opted for a familiar invaders-
style game called Sonic Invader. Since
| was quite proficient at this style of
game and had kept one particular hotel
in Ultimo from going out of business with
my patronage of its machine | decided
this would provide a good idea of the

To warm up | decided on battle
number one of 16, a singles game which
is Invaders at its most basic. The invad-
ers move slowly from side to side, drop-
ping slow moving tracers at you as they
get cut to shreds. Definitely a good
warm up. So on to battle number five,
another singles battle — this time, how-
ever, the little devils kept disappearing.
This was a bit tougher but | still man-
aged to rack up points without much
trouble.

At this point, full of confidence, | tried
number 13, the hardest singles battle.
The invaders move very quickly, rain
you with bombs and disappear. This
took a few goes before | managed to get
the idea, but | soon had them under
control.

| was impressed. The graphics were
as good as the pub and milk bar ver-
sions, the controls moved quickly and
accurately and it performed as well as
you could hope for.

The doubles games were extremely

TRADING HOURS

BOTH STORES

Mon-Fri .. .9am-5.30pm
YorkSt. Thursday 8pm
Saturday .....9am-12pm

XE6850 BUDGET —
FINANCIAL SPREADSHEET

This program is designed 1o \pud u|\ and
simphify the task of fram ing a us

financial budger. Applications rar n_ from
personal or household to small business

finances. A quality program 5] q_gs
XE6865 STOCK SUPERVISOR

This prog.am is the means of creatin

stock or product data base w IILh provides

an on-line information system. This sys stem is
then capable of being continuously and

easily updated 1o reflect all the inventory

and accounting aspects of stock on hand

$15.95

players

powers

32

XE6866 YAHTZEE
The famous old addictive
beat vour own best score, Up to three

outlaws
wf
excellent adventure

NEW SOFTWARE

dice game. Try 1o

$14.95

XE6875 PSYCHOTEC BY XEo6885
DREAMCARDS

Psychotec provides a striking example of
artificial intelligence. allowing a dialogue in
English between computer and operator. the
computer playing the role of a psychiatrist
and the operator being a “patient” on the

ROSPECTOR

Arcade game in which vou are the
prospector attempting to get gold and
diamonds which are scattered around the
field. and at the same time avoid two
drunken bandits who are chasine you

$14.95

couch. Leaves other “similar™ ty pes for dead.

XE6870 MERLIN BY
DREAMCARDS

Merlin s a

CODE TUTOR

32K adventure set in England

k ages. Your task is to search
a dark forest inhabited by robbers,
I creatures with awesome magic
a legendary sword. An

$25.00

Quality program which

XE6880 MORSE

Perfect for all you budding yvoung amateurs
ers the full
alphabet, random letters, and allows vou 10
enter a sentence in english and it plays it
back in morse, plus more

$15.00 MYTEK SOFTWARE
XE6860 Basic Tutorial $20.00
XE6855 Machine Code 'T'1||ur;u!$25.00
XE6297 Asteroids $22.95
XE6298 Beez 80 $20.00

$l4.95 XE6299 Touch Type Tutor 520." I




challenging, with your opponent firing at
exactly the same time as yourself

Having warmed to the controls and
the enjoyment of the competition, | tried
the next game, Planet Defender, a vari-
ation on another of the standard games
found in pubs and the like.

It Gets Harder . . .

Planet Defender finds you appearing
from hyperspace to confront aliens
which bear a remarkable similarity to
bats and Halloween pumpkins. The
game itself is a step up in ability and re-
flexes. Not only do you get to eradicate
these little nasties on sight, you also
plan your defence with a ‘radar’ device
at the top of the screen. This is a game
which tests the reflexes to the limit at
the maximum difficulty stage.

The multi-colour bats and the green
Halloween pumpkins glide in and out
and then engulf your craft until you dis-
appear in a thousand little pieces. A
good game with very good graphics, the

normal invaders type sound effects —
though on the Wizzard these don't
sound tinny but clear and crisp.

Finally (around 2 am the first time |
played) | tried Tennis. This one really
got me in. No longer is a video game
of tennis restricted to two hyphens mov-
ing back and forth preventing a full stop
from going past — no way! Things have
progressed slightly.

| switched on the set and fell off my
chair (drunk again, Burnicle — Ed) —
there before me was a tennis court com-
plete with net, crowd, Wimbledon sign
(why settle for less?) and two little tennis
players complete with racquets who run
around actually hitting the ball over the
net. The graphics are so.damn great
that the ball even casts a shadow.

The games got progressively harder,
faster and more frustrating. You may
compete against another player or (if
you like a challenge) against the
machine. Believe me, the machine likes
to win.

Playing an early level game | had it
under control: serve, volley, volley again
and the machine hits the ball right into
the net. So, feeling capable of wiping
McEnroe off the court | progressed up
a few grades and followed my success-
ful game plan. Serve, volley, volley
again, and the machine hits a top spin
lob over my player. While the early
games play fairly predictably, the higher
level games appear to hit at random pat-
terns.

This game will turn you on (for hours),
it will enthrall your little sister, your big
brother, your mum, your dad and any-
one else you may happen to show Wiz-
zard Tennis to.

But be warned, if you sit down and try
to beat the machine before you go to
bed, you'll be there for a while. You will
need a good supply of Scotch, a very
comfortable chair and the patience of a
saint.

This one will have you playing for

- hours. It's a Wizzard. ]
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c: commodore

Software for VIC 20 All Commodore VIC 20 games Intro To Basic Pt 40.00
Games Pack 1 |3 programs) 11-.:36 cartridges 3500 § Intro ToBasicPt2 40.00
f’"‘xf ?att;;jl_":,"f,r‘m" }g;g Creative Software cartridge for VIC 20 | Easy Script Word Processor 100.00
KU qKS - i 19.95 | Choplifter, Trashman, Serpenting, Gortek And The Microchips 50.00
MAIL ORDER Arnhilsor 1395 | Astra Biitz, Apple Panic, A 49.95 | Attack Of The Mutant Camels 2495
ADVERTISING PRICE LIST Trek 16.95 | 3 slot memory expansion baard Grridrunner 19.95
Vic 20 — Priced too low to list Bug Blast 19.95 | now with on/off and reset switch  59.95 | Assembler 64 100.00
Vic 1541 Single Disk Drive 599.00 | Headon 17.95 | Light pens now available for VIC 20 E_asyC_alc 100.00
Vic Datassette 84.00 | Paratrooper 19.95 $39.95 Easy File 100.00
Joystick Controller 16.00 § Cricket 16.95 £ 2Z-80 Cartridge 99.00
1525 Graphics Printer — call for price | Artillery 16.95 Video Music Suppon 50.00
1540 Vic Disc Drive 499.00 | Alien Invasion 19.95 COMMODO R E 64 All commaodore 684 Cartridges
1520 Printer Plotier 360.00 | Adventurer Pack (Bk or 16k} 19.95 CALL FOR PH ICE now available
Vic Super Expander 5a.00 | Allied Defense 19.95 =
' E 19.95
3K Memory Expansion 4500 | Mail it 20
8K Memary Expansion 59.00 | Micro Hex Assembler Editor
BKC Mamacy Expaeulan e M Bleran 19.95 PRINTERS
Cosmic Crystals (paddles) 1995
Riehie} Defender @k fpaddiest 2.0 HARDVWARE Brother HRI Daisy Wheel 15 1399.00
Coaihe Gt sadker oo | star 510 Dot Matrix Printer 695 00
Ultimate Tank 3k 19.95 s 22500 § @rother HR116 Daisy wheel  799.00
Chimp Chase 16.95 COMMODORE 64’ SOFTWARE 635.00 § CITOH F1040 Daisy Wheel 15229500
Galactic Crossfire 19.95 | Grave Robbers et 139.00 | spar Printer Centranics Parallel 595.00
Cheque Book {3k, Bk or 16k 24.95 | qnoinilator e ?_&;9_ gg
H File [3k, Bk or 16k] 24 .95 by - F 36.0
G Robber = 2552 | Adventurer Pack 113 programs) 1995 FREIGHT CHARGES
Dungeon Quest (16k) 1995 | AdventirerPack 2 {3 programs). (1995 CALL FOR ATARI o 60
Adventure Pack 1 (3 programs) 19.95 ik =
Adventure Pack 2 (3 programs]  13.95 | WINZA Sprite Editor 1905] SOFTWARE CATALOGUE s
4 in one Games Special 19.95 | Typing Tutor-64 19.95

33



	1
	32
	33

